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Owusu in this chapter highlights that a majority of African countries have had self-democratic rules for not less than 50 years having achieved independence from the colonial masters in the early ‘60s. Based on historical facts and the available empirical evidence he attempts to assess the socio-economic situation and political development achievements in Ghana since gaining independence. In this chapter, Owusu assesses the generation and distribution of surplus wealth among the different socio-economic classes and the role played by the government in the process. Based on a plethora of previous pieces of evidence, Owusu notes that there exists a viable and resilient political culture in Ghana that is supportive and is albeit effective against authoritarianism and dictatorial rule. 
He argues that even though the country has an outstanding democratic system, access to the channels and opportunities for social and economic improvement and welfare are still limited to the few privileged individuals (Owusu, 2017). The majority of Ghanaians still do not enjoy the full benefits of democracy. Based on these facts, Owusu contends that the democratic and development promises still continues to remain largely unfulfilled despite the peaceful, prosperous and democratic external image of the West-African country. The democratic achievements of the country are observably iconic since the implementation of the 1992 constitution, and there are good grounds for optimism however the full potential of this democracy is yet to be realized. 
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